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DEPARTHENT OF THE ,RMY
HLDGULRTERS, 145TH AVIATION BATMT LION (COMBAT)
APO 3an Franoisco 90227
*FTRST IN VIETWAM™

AVBACA-BC . 11 Pebruary 1970 -

SUBJSCT: Oporational Report - Lossons Learned, 145th iviation Battalon - "~ T e e

(Combat), Pariod Bnding 31 January 1970 RES SCFOR-65 (R2)

SEE DISTRIBOTION

1. Qporationyt $iorificant Activitles,

e, Yission: The overall mission of this 2attalion did not change
durinz tho roporting period, This miszlon is to sugmont tho capabilities
of LI I3 -d Forcos Yietnam and the Rcpublic of Vietnan forces which oporate
in tte =1 Corps Tactical Zone.

b. Qrzanjzations

(1} ™o following organitational changes took placo during this
roporting perieds 4 Doo ths 391st @1 Dot was assignod to HHC, 1B5th dw
i (Cbc). It was further attachod to the 323rd idrfield Sorvico Dotach-
ment for rations, quarters, adximistration, and jurisdiction under the
Uniforn Codo of Kilitary Justice,

(2) is of 31 January 1970, the Bittalion was organisod as shown by o
Inclosure %, .
gs Pergonnel:
(1) Ootmand and staff changes and prosent status:

(a) Comanding Officor, 145th iviation Cattslion (Coabat) (22 Wov 69)

Outzolngt LIC John J Top G- A
Incomings LIC Jack Seliskar 3
_ () ‘Battalion Executive Offfcer (1 Jan 20) .
Outgoing: MiJ Robart M Dosjardine . = m
Incordngt (AJ Thomas R Wolf IN
(o) nattalion Adjutant (15 Jan 70) _
Outzoing: CPT Loren T Saxton ’ N
Incomings CPT Michial J'Seanlon 3 3
Fop oT vT DOWNGRADID AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
201/03 DICLASSINGD AFTIR 72 YUARS,
Inclosurse 1 003 DR $200.10 )
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AVBACA-BC 11 Pebruary 1970
SULJECT: Oporationsl Roport - Lossons Learrod, 145th Aviation &ttgion
(Conbat), Period Euding 31 January 1970 RES CSFOR-65 (R2)

(d) Eattalion 5-2 (25 Jan 70)

,Outgoling: &7 Bryson D Drowm
In_csadnq: CPT Thomas A Shtogron

|

N
_.bR

L ]
. {e) mttalion 5-3 (25 J=n 70) ‘ : -
Dl Kol Mbor sdoon S
(2) Pattalion S-4 '
-

CPT Rodorick J !mdurson
(3) Commanding Officow, LIC, 145th Avn Bn {Cbt) (13 Jan 70)

Oatyaing: CPT Olen L Barnost “ b |
Tacoming: COPT Jorry D McGlothlin N
(k) Cormanding Officcr, 68th A'm Co {Aslt Hel) (23 Nov 69)
Oatgoing: MW.J Thomas G Meoly, Jr. ' ’ ke |
ingoming: MAJ Luther L Prench he
{1) Cwmanding Officor, 118th Avn Co (a1t Hel) (31 Dec 69)
futzoing: MAJ Parney F Mancock I
Incomings NMiJ ¥ichaol P Reffurman e | ,
(J) Commanding Offlcer, 190th ivu Co (.81t Hel) (6 Jan 70) g
Outsoings XAJ Joe D Jobe - m
Incamings KiJ Dade W Ploree - IN

(x)  Commanding orficor, INth ivn Co (itk ll) (26 dov &9)
Outsoings MAJ John ¥ Oliver - ‘18
Inconingr MAJ Charles F Dunaford, Jr. b |

Q1) Commanding 0fficor, JAth AD{D)

utgaing M Ragmond L ity TN
" Intoming: MAJ Janes M liogen : o . .
{2) “onit Stronpth:  On- )1 danuary 1970, the thttalion was at 1%

total authorizod stronsth, Individual wedt strenszths are shown by Inclosure
2,
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AVEBACA-BC 11 February 1970
SUBJECT: Oporational Roport - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Rattalion
(Combat), Puriod Ending 31 January 1970 RES CSFOR-65 (R2)

d, Alreraft Status: At the ond of this roporting poriod the Battalion
had on hand B8h%0f the total aireraft authorized. Alireraft status as of 3
January 1970, classified by unit and type of airecraft, is shown by Inclosure

0. Chronalogy of Sixnificant Evonts:

(1) On 15 Dec 69 this battalion becamo involved in an ovaluation of
tho capability and procuctivity of air assets at full TOZE., The 118th
Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter) was selectod and placed in direct
support of 3rd Pde, 9th Inf Div for a 90 day period. The 118th began the
ovaluation period at full TCZE and can expect to roccive only their normal
share of replacements duving the 90 day test poricd. There is no restriction
on blade hours, station time, or assault package size. The intent of the
oevaluation is to use all availablo mission ready aireraft in direct support
of ths ground unit, Tho only oxception are those aireraft necessary for
internal support of tho aviation unit} i.e,, training and maintenance air-
crafi, Minimum mission roady aircraft was oxpocted to be 75%.

turirg the initial 30 day period, the 118th provided aireraft for only
the 5r2 of tho 9th. Following this initial period, the 118th has provided
ons adaitional aireraft daily to II FFV for a general support mission,

At the snd of the 30 day poriod the 118th had flown & total of 3,538
hours, hauicd 26,887 troops, and carried 43 tons of cargo. Results from
contact with the enemy includod 8 sampans and 55 structaes damagoed or
dostroyed, plus 44 VC/NVA killed by air (KBA)., These figures compare very
favorably with the monthly avorages for last quarter for tho 1i8th.

Thoso averazes weres 2755 hours flowmg 17,301 troops hauled; 90 tons of cargo
carried; 1 sampan and 3 structures damaged or destroyed; plus 4 VC/NVA KBA.

The 3rd of the 9th has a standing request for 11 slicks and 4 guns each
day and 4 slicks and © guns each nizht. It rapidly became apparent that an
aviation company could not provide the required alreraft or aviators to
meot the cormittment on a continual basis., During the initial 30 d~y period,
the 118th flow an averago of 16 aircraft (553 total strength) and 36
aviators {563 total stronzth) ovory 24 hour pericd. This constitutes a
maximum comittment on a continual basis. Since no unusual or extradrdinary
circumstances occured which would have affected alrcraft or aviator avail-
ability, the porcentajyes givon akove ean bo considered reliable for planning
purzoses. Tho fizure given at tho outset of the test for percent of air-
craft expscted to he mission roady on a continual basis, has provon to be
an inaccurate estimate. The limiting factors were found to ba both aircraft
avallability duc to normal maintenance and aviator availability due to
maximun permissable flizht hours in a 30 day period.

3
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AVBACA-BC 11 February 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Roport -~ Lossens Loarned, 145th Aviation Eattalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 RES CSFOR-65 (R2)

(2) During the poriod 26 Doc 69 to 1 Jan 70, this battalion partici-
pated in Operation Holly (3ob lope Christmas Show) and Oporation Whitchat
{Vico Presidont Agnsw's Visit), From 2 to 7 general support aircraft were
orovidod each day in support of thoso 2 oporations. In addition, on 1 Jan
70 a full flight company plus aditional sunships and 2 liaison officers
wora furnished for Operation Vhitehat,

{3) Cormunications security has recclvod a great deal of emphasis
durin; this past reportinz period. Tho use of secure radlo was greatly
inercised throughout the battalion. /11 sensitive communications botween
tho company operations and battalion oporations ars now passed via socure
volco. Seoure volce oq:ulpmont is presently installed and oporational in
86% of the UH-1 airera’ in tho hattalion. Secure voice is usod for air
to giound ~communicating, when tho zround unit has the capability.

In addition to the emphasis given the use of sacufa voica, the use of
classif5ed eall signs and authorizod encryption systoms has been stressed
with 'Ll attalion aviators.

(&4) The following is a list of the awards submitted and roceived
by individuals in this battalion,

SUBMITTED LW/RD RECEIVED
8 Silver Star 0
0 Lezion of Herit 1
2k Distinzuished Flying Cross 18
3 Soldior?s Modal 3
2 Bronze Star VW 2
BronzeStar 62
65 Casic Alr Medal ol
973 Mr Medal Oak Loaf Clusters ) 750
22 Xy Cormendation Wye 25
540 /rmy Cormaendation Hedal 135
8 Purple Hoart 6
27 _ ‘ USLRV Cortificate of Achievement 27

Jward rocommendations for Army Commondations Medals and Bronze Star
Hodals have moro than doubled this poried as a result of the new Brizade
policy concorning achievemont awards., This new policy has also rosulted
in the companies paying more attention to their awards programs.

F, RESULTS OF OPER,TIONS: During this past reporting period, this
battalion increased its oporatisn in overy category reported excopt cnemy
KDA, which was down only 3%. A breakdown of operational statistics is
shown as Inclosure 4,

4
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA~BC 11 February 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report = Lessons Learned, il5th Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Poriod Ending 31 January 1970 RES CSFOR-65 (R2)

2, Lossons Learned: Commander's Obsorvations, Evaluations, and
Rocormendationss

as Personncl: None

be Intelligence: None

¢, Operations:
(1) Prevention of Weapon Systom Hard Point Crackineg on UH-1B Gunships

(2) OBSERVATION: During tho past several months since the introduction
of UH-1B in lieu of U/.~1Z ;unships, this unit has experienced numerous
incidents of weapon systor hard points cracking. This situation has been
espuclaily prevalent in those aircraft equipped with the XM-159 system,
and 1s due primarily to high hour airframes (2000-3700 hours),

{"»} EVALUATION: Roduction of rocket loads from 19 to 15 in each
pcd wos recommondod and tested by the unit maintenanco officer in conjunc-
tlon with mimbers of the zun platoon. Althouzh this solution reduced the
fire powor of this particular unship configuration, it at the same
ting, ineroased the availability. In view of the inereased availability,
it is falt that the adventages resultinz from tha Peduced rocket load
far outwolgh the disadvantago of reducod fire powor,

(e) RECOMIZIDATION: That units experiencing similar problems
with Uli-1B zunships ovaluate this solution in rogards to their particular
availabilitios and mission roquiremonts,

(d) COMIAND ACTION: Tho 190th Aviation Company (Assault Holieoptor)- ,
has adopted the policy of using 15 rockets, instead of 19, in each pod
of tho XM~159 system,

i e

(2) Prevention of Accidental Helicopter Door Gun Firing

(a) OTSIRVATION: Recent incidents involving accidental discharges
of helicopter door-guns in securs areas have shown a need for further
precautions in insuring that the weapon is clear and safe.

(b) EVALUATIONs Cortain situations, i.e., double-foeding, have
rosulted in a round being in tho chambor of tho M~60 after it has been
cleared by opening/lockinz the bolt and visually inspecting the chamber,
Obviously if tha chamber was visually inspected thers should not be a
round prosent, However, dueo to positioning of the weapon, normal wind
turbuleonce in the crowenisf/zunnor walls, and use of visors for oye
protection it is possible to miss dotoctinz the round, To avoid completely
any accldental firing, the barrel of the weapon may be rcemoved upon touch-

down in a securs area,
CONFIDENTIAL
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(Combat), Poriod Ending 31 January 1970 RES CSFOR-

(c) RECOMMENDATIONs That helicopter crows equipped with M~-60's,
either mountod or free puns, remove the barrols upon roaching a secure
area. It is not recommended that removal be attempted in flipght.

(d) COMMAND ACTION: The 190th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter)
has adopted the policy of removing barrels from door guns upon touchdown
in securo aroas.

(3) Personnel injured by main rotor head

(a) O3SERVATIOH: Recently sevoral crowmembers suffered pinched or
lacoratert fingers whily inspecting or repairing parts on tho main rotor
hoad of tha Ull=i,

(b) EVALUATION: Creowmombers wero injured when the controls in the
cockplc woro moved or the main rotor blade was rotated without warning.

(c) RUCOMMEIDATION: All crevmembers should be required to warn
othurs prior to moving controls or tho main rotor blade.

(d) COMMAND ACTION Crowmombors within this unit have boen instrueted
to audibly call MCLEARY" prior to moving controls or tho main rotor blades,

ds Orzanization: None

e« ITralvipgt Nono

£+ Loglstiomt lLaok of Targot Marking Capability in 1968 Medel
Allei0 Alrovaft,

(1) OBSERVATION: !odels of the Al=1Q prior to {968 havo a smoke
disponsur aystom which sives thoso airoraft tho capability of marking
targets and landing zones, Tho 1968 modol AH-1G was produced with a now
model smoke dispenscr systom, for which tho dispensers woro not prooured
or placed on the aireraft as an operational systom, This has severely
limited tho capablility of the aircraft to mark targets and landing
zonos, which must now be dono orally or with ordnanco,

(2) EVALUATION: Thore is a definito need for target marking
capablility in the AH~1G., Presont lack of such a systom requires pilots
to orally indicate targets, to mark thom with ordanace, or to fly low to
ensure that other aireraft can be shown the exact location. A smoke
rocket (2,75 in. FFAR) with an HE warhead was produced which could provide
this cszpability. However, prosont stocks in RVN are old and defective,
so that no presont capahrility oxists, Tho smoke disponsers desiznod
for tho 1968 model AH-1G aircraft are boing tested and are not expested
to bo available until late 1970,

6
CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACA-BC ’ 11 February 1970
SURJECTs Operational Roport - Lossons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Poriod Ending 31 January 1970 RES CSFOR-65 (R2)

(3) RECOMAENDATION: Sufficiont quantities of HE/Smoko rockets,
10 1b warhsads, M-157 and M=158, should bo made availablo to unita in
RVN. This will allow target marking for AH-1G aircraft with no smoko
dispensers, or with inoperative disponsers,

(4) COMIAND ACTION: The 334th Aviation Company (Attack Helicopter)
has sent a lettor to 1st avlation Brigado explalining the nocessity
of making HE/Smoke rocksts a»ailablo in RVN,

g+ Commuricationt None
h, Materiol:
(1) Buergoncy Jettison of Canopy on tho AH-1G.

(2) OBSEAYATION: During tho period 17 Dec thru 22 Dec 69, the
334th Aviation Company (Attack Helicopter) had two occasions during
which c¢morgency jottison of the conopy doors was necessary to z2llow the crew
to oscapo. OCn both occasions tho forward canopy doors would not jeot-
tison, and on ono occasion the rear canopy door would not Jottison.

(b) EVALUATIONt The problem socms to bo that the prosont jettison
system providos for rele~se of the canopy door by unlocking tho lowor
latch, and then pulling tho cmorzeney reloaso lateh, Ofton, in a crash,
tho aircraft comes to rest on tno lefi side preventing Jjettison, or
jaming tho door so that it cannot be opened. Or the persen in tho aireraft
is phyeically injured and ¢annot unlock one or toth of the latchos.

{(c) RECOMMENDATION: That the canopy jottison systom be re-designed
to allow jettison of eanopy panels on both sides of the cockpit, front
and rear, so that either the pilot or co-pilot can jettison canopy doors
on eithur side of the cockpit with a minimum of physical exertloen.

(d) COMMAND ACTION: The 334th Aviation Company (Att-ck Helicoptor)
is preparinz an EIR, with recommendations for canopy jettison systems
re-dosign, to eliminate this unfavorable situation.

(2) Survivil Equipmont in fH=1G Alrcraft.

(a) OBSERVATION: Soveral difforont survival oquipment carrier
confizurations have been used in the AH-1G, and due to the limited space
in the pilots and gunners compartments, most of thoso tested were found
to bo unsatisfactory. The ono which most nearly moets the demands of
tho confined cockpit is the jidr Force SRV-21P Vest,

(b) EV/LUATION: It was dotormined that the STV-21P Vest carrios
the nscessary items for the oxpectod duration of survival or oscape and
evasion situations experiencod by AH~1G crews in combat. No other
standard or makeshift sovrvival package was found to be satisfactory.

CONFIDENTIAL
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VBACA-BC 11 February 1970
SUDJECT: Operational Roport - Lessons Learned, 145th aviation Battallion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 RES CSFOR-65 (R2)

(e¢) RECOMMEND.TION: That when prosont procuroment of tho SRV-21P
Vost is offected, first consideration bo givon to issuo of these vosts
to 21l pilots of AH-1G aircraft, and that the TOXE of attack helicopter
units bo ammonced to reflect this vest as the TUXE authorized survival
package.

(d) COITLND ACTION: This unit is awalting announcomont of a Federal
Stecck Humber for the vosts to be procured by the Army, and will req-
uisition the vosts as soon as possiblo.

(3) Washing of iZirecraft in US Army Aviation Units,

(a) OUSERVATION: 1o TOE »f Army Aviation Units iw RVN does not
allow for cquipmont wiil: shich to wash aireraft in order to reduce damage
and wear cause? by dust and dirt,

(b) EVILUATION: Most units recognizo the need to reduce wear and
dunrgs 1o alreraft cansed by the dusty and dirty environment in which
Lhoy sporste.  Howover, as no cquipmont is provided for this in tho TO&E,
Avistion Units aro required to use makeshift methods, such as “buckets
»f water®, hand-hold fire oxtinguishers, converted fire trucks, converted
fuet muy systems, ete., Those ofton prove only partially satisfactory,
and livart supply itoms intended for other purposes.

{(c) RECOMMENDATION:s That TOZE's of aviation units of all typos
oparating in RVN be changed to add equigment with which to wash alreraft,
The most practical and least costly systom would scem to bo the issue of
a2 pump and hoses to be usod in conjunction with the standard lssue
water trailer (400 sallon M-1493 ., Sinco the trailers are alroady
staadard in most units, it would require only the aiition of pumps and
hasos to «ive aviation units the necded capability to wash aireraft.

(1) COMMLND :CTION: The 334th iviation Company (Attack Holicopter)
is oxperimintin: with mothods of adapting the water trailor for uso in
washinz aireraft. A reoport will bo sent forwarl when tho most
satisfactory mathod is found,

(4) . immunition for Lho AM-35 Armament System (20mm) on the AH-1G.

(a) ORSERVLTION: Theo presont 20mm linked ammunition lssuod for the
HM~35 irmanent Systom usad on the All-1G is severly limiting becauso it
offers no versatility as to terrain and type tarzets engaged.

8
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AVBACA-BC - 11 February 1970
SUDJECT: Cperational Roport = Lossons Learned, 145th Aviation Battalion
{Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 KES CSFOR (32)

(k) EV/LUATION: The issue amrunition FSN 1305-143-7034 consists
of four rounds of HE and ono tracor, It has becn found that tho HE
round is zood azainst tarzets wheie 1nstaut detonation is desired, such

-~ as with troops in the opon, sam>ans, etc. However, it is ineffective in - -
tross, against bunkers, ajainst covered positions, ete. The present .

situation in RVH doos not allow for loading of the aireraft for
particular missions, and, therofore an AH-1G must te capa*le of engzaging
tariots of all types in all tyves of terrain, on very short notice, To
mcet the requircmcnt of the varisd terrain and targets encountered, HE,
Armor Plercing, Incidiary, and tracor ammunition has been developod,
howavor, the prosent liekel confizuration does not lend itsclf to offec=
tivenoss ageinst varic? targots,

{¢} GRECOMCMFYD TiCJ:  That tho ammunition for the XM~35 20mm gun
system to linked with 211 four type rounds in the belt, so that, onceo
loaded, the aircralt can effectively engage all type targets, in varied
torrain, wionever enccuntersd., The ammunition could be linkod with HE,
Traosr; gemor Peireing, and Incindiary in one bolt to provido this
floxlis: 1Aity.

(d) COMM/ND ACTION: The 334th Aviation Company (Attack Helicopter)
i5 cvaluating prosont armunition and targets, and will submit a report
with rucommendations in the nexr future.

{5) Use of Locally installel Zippers in Poot, Dust and Moisture
Sezls in UH-13,D,H Helicopters.,

(=) OISERV.TION: eplaceomont of a torn' of mutilated baot, dust and
moisturs zeal (FSN 1615~ 615—3398) requires romoval of tho ontire head
assembly (ipproximately SO man hours), .

(b) EV.LULTION: Dy installinz a zippor of the type found in open
front jackets, (with joiningz studs at the bottom) replacement of dust
and moisture boots can te accomplishod in ten minutos.

(c) RECOMMEEDLIICN: Nono

(d) CCMWND ACTION: None

(6) - Use of UN-1C Synchronized Elovators on UE-13 Gunship Tailtooms. ' :

(a) OBSERVATION: Normal sunship flight manuevers resulted in a
recurring necoszity for replacoment of synchronized elevators on UH-1iB
aircraft. ©Dell ilolicoptor Tochnical roprescntatives folt that the sit-
uation could bo improved by tho installation of the largor and stronger
UH-1C elovators,

9
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#V3ACA-DC i 11 February 1970
SUSJECTs Operational Roport - Lessons Loarncd, 145th viation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 IES CSFOR-65 (R2)

_cimr (b)Y EVALUATION: UH-1C elevators were installed, inspected by Bell

_representatives and test fiown hy this unit’s gunship pilots, In additidn
to longor lifo it was found that tho elevators inercased stability during
gunruns and reduced the characteristic nose low 80 knot attitude of the
UH-1B's, .

(¢) RECOMMEND.TION: That units experiencin; similar problems |
with UH-12 gunships evaluato this solution in rezards to their particular
situations, ,

{d) COMLNG ACTZON: This unit is roplacing UH-1D clovators with
UM-1C elevators as required,

(7) - Tracer umont with CTG, 20m Electric Prime, TP-T, AM-220EL,

(a) OJSERV.TION: Rocant use of the XM-35 20mm system on the LH-1G,
using the tracor cartridge, has proven that tho tracer burnout limits
tho offctive distance from tarzets at which the AH~1G can enzage. This
i3 & pawticulary undesirable characteristic when onemy 12.7mm or 37mm

. automatic weapons are encountorel.

(b) EV:LUATION: Tracer burnout with the TP-T, X{-220El eartridge
socms to occur at an estimstod range of 2000 meters. The ranze of
encry waapons far excecds this burnout range. For optimum tactical ad-
vantage, it is desira®lc that the tracer range of the 20mm eartridge be
extended to approximately 3000 moters slant range to.zive AH-1G pilots
tho ability to tegin attacks at that Jistance, adjust on target, and
place offective fire on enemy Sun rositions .rior to reaching tho nresent
range at which thoy must enzage. This is particulary desirablo in viow
of the enemy's customary cmploymont of heavy zutomatic woapons in pairs-
or trios, located in difforent positions to cover aach other. 2y
having a lonzer rango, the AH-1G could cngagze one at longe rango, then

" maneuvar to place firs on othors as thcir positions are located.

(c) RECO:MIDND.TION: Tﬁat the tracer burnout range of tho XM-220E1
20mm cartridze be extonded te a minimum of 3000 mcters.

(d) COMMAND ACTION: The 334th Aviation Company (Attack Helicoptor)

~will proparo a rogort on the employment of this weapons system when more

oxperienco is zained in its tactical employment .

1. Othery None

CONFIDENTIAL
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) 'i'O: Comnanding Ged

AVSACA-SC (14 Feb "
"SUSJRCT: Cperatiodal “eport - Lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Cattelion

(Combat ),

DA, H), 12th Avn Gi

CONFIDENTIAL

1st Ind
Feriod unding 31 Januery 1970
APC 96266 24 Feb 70

20S 0SP0.-65 (12) (U)

eral, II Field Force Viet.na.n, AP0 96266

"(U) 1In accorddnce with USAW ileg 525-15, subject report is forwarded

2. (C) rneference
1133 (quntity) 2.1

This rocket rales T\

3... (U) zeference
hes released the Fe
has been informed ¢
and O-1 erews &nd %

L. (U) Reference
be passed on to ths
AHC is the only uni

FOR THS CCLalANDOR:

parasraph 2f, Logisties,

paragraph 2¢(1),
125th AEC for thoir evaluation,
t in 1Zth Avn Gp to experience this prodlen,

Swor

The 145th Avn Bn (Chbt) has
5 inch "FM with white vhosrhorous’ warhead on hand,
excellent rarling round, .

~aragrarh 2h, Heteriel, subraragra;l (2). The Aruy
dex'a_l Stock Nu.ber for the survival vest and the wnit

The priority of issue will ve first to LV—1

hen to rolary ving crewvs,

iiajor, Inf
Adjutant

2
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The reco.mendation is valid and will

rresently, the 19Cth

,DOD DIR 5200.10

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.



703 __Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

AVFBC-RE-H (14 Feb 70) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - lessons learned, 145th Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 RCS CSFOR-65 (rR2)

DA, HQ IT FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 7 WAR 1970

THRUs Commanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, ATTN: AVBA-C, APO 96307
Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558 :

 Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report =
Lossons Learned of the 145th Combat Avistion Battalion for the period
ending 31 January 1970, as indorsed, with the following comment: Par-graph
2¢(6)(b), line 1 should read UH-1C elevators were installed,...

FOR THE COMMANDERS

W. L. BOSHANS

CPT, AGC .~~~
Asst. AG /
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AVBAGC-0 (14 Feb 70) 3rd Ind
SUBJECTs  Onerational Report - Lecsons Iecarned, 145th Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 Jenuary 1970 RCS CSTOR-65 (R2) ,

Da, HQ 1S7 AVIATION DRIGA™, AP0 Son Franeisco 96364 15 MAR 1970

CBIRUs  Cormanding General, US Ammy Vietnam, ATXN: AVIGC (DST), APO 96375

“Conmander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: CPOP-DZ, APO 96558

T0: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Developrient, Depariment of the

1. %his headquariers has revieved subject report and concurs with the
contents 2s indorsed. '

L

2, The following corments are connidereé perti&ent:

8. Paragraph 2.h.(6), pese 9 and 10, discuss the installation of UH-1C
elevators on UH-1B helicopters. This installation i3 not authorized. 'his
headquarters has directed units to remove wnauthorized as:erblies,

b. Subject OR-IL does not address Avintion Safety. Records et this
headquarters state the 145th Aviation Battalion (Combat) flew 31,268 hours
and had 6 accidents for a rate of 19.3, This headquarters will direct
subordinate units to discuss safety activities in future OR-LlLs.

¢. Parcgraph 2.c.(2), pase 5 end 6, oddresces the problem of accidenial
discharge of door guns in secure areas, Concur vwith the recemmendation
of recoving barrels unon touchdovm in a secure area. Berrels showld not be
renoved in flight. “his headquarters is advising all subordinate units
og this safety neasure,

d. Paragresh 2,h.(5)(b), vege 9, addresces the problen of the tinme
required to replace dust ond moisture seal (FSH 1615-615-3398) on Ullel
heliconters (50 mon hours). Svaluation states that by using ¢ zippered
sezl, the replacement time is reduced to 10 mimuites. This headguartera
concurs with the evcluotion end has instructed the 145th Aviation BFttalion
(Combat) to submit an EIR on the seal. -

FOR TIE CCGIAIIMZR:

19




CONFIDENTIAL

AVEGC-DC P (14 Feb 70) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operatlonal Report - Lessons Learued, 145th Aviation Battalicn
(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 RES CSFOR-65 (R2)

Headquarters, United States Army, Vietnam, APO 96375 2.8 kAR 1970

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APQ 96558 .

1. (U) This headguarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1970 from Headquarters,
145th Aviation Battalion (Combat) and concurs with the comments of indorsing

headquarters.

2. (U) Comicnts follows a

as (U) Reference item concerning "Prevention of Weapons System Hard
Point Cracking on UH-1B Gunchipe", page 5, paragraph 2¢(1i), and paragraph
4, 1st Indorzement: concur. The difficulty is apparently isolated because
no other unit has reported this problem. The 1st Aviation Brigade is
disseninating the data to all units. : '

: b, (U) Reference item concerning "Prevention of Accidental Helicopter
Door Gun Firing", page 5, paragraph chz), and paragraph 2c¢, Jrd Indorsement:
concur. This information will be published in the USARV Aviation Safety
Weekly Summary. :

e. {(U) Reference item concerning "Personnel Injured by Main Rotor
lead”, page 6, paragraph 2¢(3): concur. This information will be published
in the USARV Aviation Safety Weekly Summary, :

d. (C) Reference iten concerning "Lack of Target Marking Capability
in 1968 Model AH-1G Alrcraft”, page 6, parazraph £(')s nonconcur. ‘The
2.75" Rockets with a 10 1b warhead M-157 and M-158 were stocked in Vietnanm
until late 1969, Due to a lack of requirements for the iten it was deleted

" from the inventory., If the iten 1= reinstated its avallability will be
at the expenze of the HE rockets presently stocked, The 2,75" Rocket, WP is
available and can be used for target marking purposes. Tho USH and USAF
use significant quantities of thiz munition for marking purposes. Concur

_with paragraph 2 of 1st Indorsement., The 2,75" FFAR with the white
phosphorous warhead 1z excellent for uge as a marking round. Sufflclent
2.75" FFAR's with WP warheads are avallable to the 145th Aviatlon Battalion
(Combat)., This information has been pagssed to the 145th Aviation Battalion.
No further action ig required at this or higher headquarters,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
‘ 00D DIR 5200.10

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC-DST (14 Feb 70) 4th Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report - lessons Learned, 145th Aviation Battallon

(Combat), Period Ending 31 January 1970 RES csToRr-65 (R2)

s. (U) Reference item concerning "“Survival Equipment in All-1C Alr-
eraft®, page 7, paragraph 2h{2), and paragraph 3, 1st Indorsenents concur.
The SRU-21P survival vest has been procured, and will be an lten of organ-
1zational equipment. Upon receipt of the vests, USARY will diziritute them
on a pro-rata basis to najor units. Prlority of issue will be determined
by the major unit. Yo action by higher headquarters is recommended.

£, (C) Reference iten concerning “Ammunition for the XM-35 20 mm
System on AH-1G Alrcraft®, page 8, paragraph 2h(4): concur. In the
evaluation,it 1s stated that four type rounds were produced. In fact, three
type rounds have been produczd for the XM-35 2umn gun: .high explosive
incendlary; tracer; and armor plercing. FPresent 1inkage 1s 4:1 (HZI to Tracer).

‘Recommend . that AP rounds be incorporated, with a linkage of 3:1s1 (HEI:
Tracers AP),

g (U) Reference item concemning “Zippers in Dust Boots, UH-1", page

9 paragraph«Zh(S), and paragraph 2d, 3d Indorsement: concur., However,
the zipper type boot cited in the evaluation would not provide the dust and

water protection which is required to preveat rust, corros’on, and
contanination of the bearings in the collective hub assembly of the gclssors
and sleeve assembly., Concur with the 3d Indorsement, in that, an EIR be

submitted,
FOR THE CONMMANDERs

Cy fum:
1ast Avn Bde _
145th A Ba . Anslstont Adiuizid s w2l

CONFIDENTIAL
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GPOP-DT (14 Feb 70) 5th Ind (U)
SUBJECT:; Operstional Report of HQ, 145th Aviation Battalion (Combat) "
for Period Ending 31 January 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2)
'HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Frencisco 96558 § MAY 79

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Weshington, D. C. 20310

This hesdquarters concurs in aubject f:port as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

Yipclin

i 79, D, CLINE
217, AGC
Asst AQ

17
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